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LENT/EASTER 2026

SPAN UPDATE:
NEW YEAR. NEW APPROACH TO SHARING OUR STORIES.

For more years than most of us can remember, the SPAN newsletter has been published four times a year, sharing
stories and photos of parish events.

SPAN began as a paper publication, in black and white, and was available for pick up at the church. As our
communications evolved to embrace the digital world, SPAN was produced in colour and published on our website,
and distributed via a link from the weekly email newsletter.

As we enter 2026, St. Peter’s Erindale is rich with ways to share our stories, news and photos. We have robust new
social media campaigns on Facebook and Instagram. We have our weekly email newsletter sent out Wednesdays
from the church office. Our website posts fresh stories on a semi-weekly basis and affords us the space to share
more details and photos. And our weekly church service bulletins provide information about events in a paper format
for those who do not use digital media.

In December, after three years of dedicated service, our SPAN editor, Mary Frances Cappucitti, completed her term
and stepped back from the role. It takes a tremendous level of time and effort to gather the stories and photos, edit
them, and then design an eight-page newsletter. And as of this time we have no one to take on this task.

For the time being we are suspending publication of SPAN. This Lent/Easter issue is the last, for now. We will
continue to bring you fresh news and stories in social media, in the weekly newsletter, and on our website. But we are
not abandoning parishioners who need their news printed out. On a quarterly basis, the church office will assemble a
curated selection of stories from the website and print them out in colour, for mailing to those currently on the SPAN
mailing list. Additional copies will be available in the narthex.

If you don’t already, please sign up to follow our social media pages on Facebook and Instagram. Sign up for the
weekly email. And visit the website to read stories and photos. The weekly newsletter will announce fresh stories as
they are posted, so you won'’t miss out.

We look forward to continuing to bring you our news and stories. We invite you to share any stories you would like to
see reported. And your feedback is always welcome.

Yours Faithfully,

Your Communications Committee
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INCUMBENT’S MESSAGE

This Rector’s note is going to take a bit of a different approach.

As we enter the Lenten season, below are five fast facts about Lent to prepare you (and inform you!)

o Lentis 40 days from Ash Wednesday (February 18, 2026) to Easter Sunday (April 5, 2026), not
including Sundays

o Sundays in Lent are special days that we call feast days so they don’t technically count in the 40
days of Lent (that's why some people will eat that bite of chocolate or partake in whatever they
have given up for Lent on Sundays!)

o  We begin Lent on Ash Wednesday when we are marked with ashes in the sign of the cross. These
ashes are made from the year-old palm branches we waved on the previous Palm Sunday!
(Thanks to Lisa Spence in the chancel guild for turning these palms to ashes.)

o The colour that represents Lent is purple (you will see it throughout the church). Purple represents
our call to prepare for Easter and symbolizes the royalty of Christ and the suffering of Jesus during
his crucifixion

o Lent comes from the word “lente” which means springtime

The Book of Alternative Services reminds us that Lent is a holy season and we can observe it through practices of
self-examination, penitence, prayer, fasting, almsgiving and by reading and meditating on the word of God. There are
a variety of ways that we observe Lent at St. Peter’s you will see laid out in this SPAN issue. | pray you will consider
the ways that might be meaningful to you and try them!

This Lent may we continue to walk in faith together and prepare for the Risen Lord!

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Roshni Jayawardena

SUNDAY SERVICES GO ON DESPITE THE GREAT SNOWSTORM
OF JANUARY 25t

In the face of snowstorm warnings, sub-arctic temperatures, and increasingly impassable roads,
a handful of hearty parishioners made their way to St. Peter’s for services on the morning of
January 25t

At the 11 am service Rev. Roshni invited everyone to join her in the choir stalls, gathering the
small group close to celebrate the 3 Sunday after Epiphany.

Grateful thanks were expressed by all to Kyoko and the Technology Team, who ensured the
services were available as usual via ZOOM for those who stayed warm and cozy at home.
The Hand Bell Choir, undaunted by the storm warnings, were there in uniform to play, as
scheduled, a special arrangement of Ralph Vaughan Williams’ hymn THE CALL, a setting of
George Herbert’'s poem on the theme of the Gospel reading. (Matthew 4: 12-23).

The journey home was likely the most challenging aspect of the day as we witnessed a record
snowfall of over 50 cm.




EVENTS & SERVICES
LENT, HOLY WEEK & EASTER 2026

Ash Wednesday — February 18
7:00 pm Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion (In person)

Wednesdays in Lent (February 18 — March 25)
12:00 pm Short prayer service on Zoom

Sunday Evenings in Lent (February 22, March 1, 8 & 22)
7:00 pm Contemplative Service with candles, prayers and guest musicians

Sunday — March 15
3:00 pm Celtic Concert

Palm Sunday — March 29
8:00 am Palm & Passion Sunday (Zoom)
9:15 am Palm & Passion Sunday (Hybrid)*
11:00 am Palm & Passion Sunday (Hybrid)*

Holy Tuesday — March 31
7:00 pm BCP Communion Service (In person)

Holy Wednesday — April 1
12:00 pm Noon Prayer service on Zoom

Maundy Thursday — April 2
7:00 pm Foot Washing, Eucharist, and Stripping of Altar (Livestream)

Good Friday — April 3
9:15 am Solemn family service with communion (Hybrid)*
10:30 am Stations of the Cross (In person in the cemetery)
11:00 am The Solemn Liturgy (Hybrid)*

Holy Saturday — April 4
10:00 am — Family Easter Egg Hunt (Sign up in advance)

Easter Morning — April 5
7:00 am New Fire, Blessing the Paschal Candle and Communion (Hybrid)*
9:00 am Holy Eucharist (Hybrid)* with special program for children (In person)
11:00 am Holy Communion (Hybrid)*

Thursday - April 16
2:00 pm Seniors’ Spring Communion & Tea (In person)

Fourth Sunday of Easter — April 26
4:00 pm — Spring Concert featuring the Handbell Choir (In person)

*Hybrid = In person & on Zoom

LORI DOLLOFF  overthe years St. Peter’s has been blessed with the
CELBRATES music gifts of talented organists who support this church

50 YEARS OF

MUSIC AT

ST. PETER’S Lori for sharing her gift of music ministry with us so

and our music ministry.
On February 15t Dr. Lori Dolloff celebrated her fiftieth
year of music at St. Peter’s. We offer many thanks to

faithfully.
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ACW LUNCHEON MEETINGS - WINTER 2026

The ACW meets at noon on the first Tuesday of each month for a lunch followed by a group activity or presentations
by guest speakers.

STORIES BEHIND OUR STAINED GLASS

On January 6%, despite the threat of heavy snowfall (which arrived later in the day), we held our first meeting of the
year. After lunch, our Deputy Warden Amy Colson and choir member and chair of the Museum Committee Kim
Lemiski led the group into the church for a presentation to help us understand the beauty and the stories behind our
beautiful stained glass windows. Their insights were the product of their research and organization of the history of
our Bell Tower.

Kim prepared a report on their
presentation, which can be read on
the website.

Here’s an excerpt:

Within the stained-glass windows of
St. Peter’s, lies a silent yet vibrant
witness to faith.

These windows are dedicated to the
memory of beloved members of the
parish...

Read Kim'’s full report on our website.

VALENTINE’S DAY CRAFTING

On Feb 3 we enjoyed a craft organized by Elizabeth Boyes where we decorated
wire hearts with beads, ribbons and other items to create a beautiful piece to keep
or give as a gift for Valentine's Day. We also recognized the importance of friendship
in celebrating Valentine's Day this month. The women were asked to bring in an item
they had made or had been made for them by a loved one and share its story.

This activity helps us to get to know one another better.

DISCOVERING DEPRESSION GLASS

Our March 3 luncheon will feature a presentation by Walt Lemiski (also our
Music Director) on Depression Glass. An aficionado of vintage glassware,
Walt has authored two books on the subject. If you are a fan of vintage
collectibles, or inherited your grandmother’s depression glass, this talk is for
you!

After Easter, our April 7 luncheon welcomes a presentation from the
Ecclesiastical Needle workers.

All women of St. Peter’s are welcome at these ACW luncheons. For more
information on any of these meetings or upcoming meetings, reach out to
Dawn Pollard dawnpollard@bell.net or Elizabeth Boyes
melizabethboyes@gmail.com




I

It's been one year since we gathered as a parish to share our memories of our time at St. Peter’s and brainstorm
on our hopes and visions for our future.

As we move into our second century of parish life you are invited to gather on Saturday February 28 from

9 am to 1 pm to help us reflect on our bicentennial year and plan how we will move forward and live into our
Cast The Net calls to action.

Join us in the parish hall where we will start with coffee and tea, and end with a buffet lunch.

Bring your heart, your hopes and your sense of humour for what promises to be a lively and productive group
session.

Sign up in the Narthex or email Rev. Roshni rector@stpeterserindale.ca so we know how many to expect.

PARISH RETREAT
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On January 5 and February 2 the men of St. Peter’s continued their tradition of meeting on the first Monday of
the month to dine and socialize in the parish hall, with two of the best attended meetings.

MEN’S DINNERS PRESENT A SERIES OF GUEST SPEAKERS

The January meeting featured John
Bullen of the Canadian Warplane
Heritage Museum speaking on “Life on
Board a Lancaster Bomber in World
War Two”. This was John’s third
presentation to us. He always draws the
largest group, both in person and online,
and has told us he enjoys coming every
year because of the group's involved
interest in the presentation.

The presentation highlighted the courage
of the young men who flew in dangerous
missions, enduring physically challenging
conditions, with high mortality rates.

We are planning a visit to the Warplane museum in Hamilton for a guided tour, possibly in September.

In February, James Breuer of Peel Paramedics spoke to us about the work and training of a paramedic. It
was an amazing story of how highly trained medical professionals, working long hours under difficult
circumstances, deal with a spectrum of emergencies. He highlighted paramedics’ role in trying to treat patients
in their homes to avoid hospital visits. He also highlighted check lists of available home support services,
which we will attempt to obtain for parishioners.

At each of our meetings we welcome all parishioners to join us for the speaker portion of the meeting at 8 p.m.
by clicking the Zoom link on the church website.

The dinner get-together continues to be a wonderful opportunity for the men of the parish to socialize for an
evening of good food and beverages and we welcome newcomers. Look for the notice of the next meeting in
the Wednesday newsletter emails.



MUSIC AT ST. PETER’S DURING LENT

Sundays at 7 pm: Musical Meditative Lenten Services

This Lent we are once again presenting a series of calm, reflective services

at 7 pm on four of the Sundays before Easter. We will welcome dlfferent musical guests
at each service.

Here is the Schedule of Musicians for each service:

February 22nd: Bill Chambers (violin) with Walt Lemiski (Piano)
March 1st: Walt Lemiski (Bass-Baritone) with Tom Agnew (Piano)
March 8th: Kevin Ball (Tenor) with Walt Lemiski (Piano)

March 22nd: Sharmini Arulanandam (Piano)

CELTIC CONCERT FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY

Sunday March 15 at 3 pm

Get in the mood for St. Patrick’s Day!

We are very pleased to also announce that Chroi, Toronto
based Celtic-Inspired Band will perform a special concert at
St. Peter’s Erindale on Sunday, March 15™ at 3 pm.

Tickets are $20 in advance or at the door.
Contact the church office for purchase details.
Be sure to mark your calendar!

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMITTEE OFFER GROUP DISCUSSIONS
ON THE CHURCH AND INDIGENOUS SPIRITUALITY

The year 2025 marked the 10th anniversary of the release of the Final Report of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and the 94 Calls to Action. Funding for language reclamation programs,
highlighting Indigenous history and contemporary Indigenous artists in education, and relationship building
between Indigenous and Settler organizations are all positive steps. Yet as of Feb 1, 2026, several
independent organizations find that of the 94 calls, 41 have either not been started, or are stalled.

Many of us are overwhelmed with the amount of work to be done, not knowing where to start, or afraid of
putting a foot wrong. In the spring of 2015, | was privileged to hear the Hon. Murray Sinclair, Chair of the
TRC Commission, speak about the calls. He acknowledged that 94 is an overwhelming number and
suggested that we choose one that spoke most to our personal situation, dedicating our actions to fulfilling
that one call.

Call number 60 challenges those of us in faith communities to learn about and respect Indigenous
Spiritualities. In a publication, Quest for Respect, initiated by the Mennonite Church of Canada, 40 authors
from a wide variety of Indigenous and Settler consider the question of the Church and Indigenous
Spirituality. It is available to download for free:
https://www.commonword.ca/FileDownload/48848/TRC3_QuestForRespect_DigitalEdition.pdf/99ec94127c8
f415dd10c2e9775621ecb

The Truth and Reconciliation Study Group at St. Peter’s will be discussing several chapters from this
excellent resource over upcoming meetings. If you are interested in this conversation, we would welcome
you to join us at 7 pm on the second Wednesday of each month. AZOOM link is shared in the Wednesday
email newsletter.

- Lori Dolloff



RITES OF PASSAGE

Baptisms
February 8, 2026
Isabelle Amanda Marino and Sofia Alexandra Marino

Weddings

January 10, 2026
Roshni Dilhara Jayawardena
and Gowtham Ganeswaran

February 9, 2026
Anju Rachel John and Jay Nair

Deaths
November 22, 2025 - Diane Elizabeth Jenovac
November 26, 2025 - Karey Ellen Stanley Boyd

December 1, 2025 - Florence Hamsa Venkatarangam







