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Enter into his gates

and into.his court

b

September 2025

Dear Siblings in Christ,

| write this letter at the start of a very busy Fall season. It seems the church calendar continues to fill
up with dates of worship, events, meetings, maintenance and more. Each morning | take a look at the
calendar to remind myself of who plans to be in the building that day, and even then, there are
surprise visits, phone calls and Zoom meetings that fill this place with your faces, voices and
presence.

Recently, someone new dropped into the church, someone | had not met before, but someone who
had often passed by this church on the hill and on this day decided to venture in. He was moving
through a difficult time in his life looking for work and stability and also grieving and anxious about the
state of the world; its lack of peace, compassion and generosity. He told me he came into the church
to sit in silence and just have a break from it all. He stayed for a bit and then went on his way -back
into this hard time in his life and the world. A few moments later | heard volunteers from our Deacon’s
Cupboard bringing in donations of food, our prayer shawl ministry gathering around treats and yarn
as they continued their work, and later that afternoon | met with a couple on Zoom to plan their
wedding ceremony! The man’s words filled my mind the whole week. He had come in looking for a
break - and | believe he found that relief here - but so much continued to happen all around him.

In this season of Thanksgiving, as we get ready for our worship, gatherings, big meals and more, it
may feel like your celebrations are a needed break from the stress or grievances of our lives and the
world. It may feel like at least for a few hours you can choose to stop worrying and many will find
comfort in that. To some, this year maybe a difficult one to have moments of thanks because you just
can't stop thinking of all that worries you and all of the problems surrounding you and your loved
ones. For some, it may seem like it is too hard of a time to give thanks at all.

This church is a place for people who need a break, who need to cry, who need to lament in prayer,
and it is also a place for people to come here in joy and celebration, in fellowship and to give thanks
to God. This church can hold all of that together, even in the same moment, and so can God. This
Thanksgiving, whether you are feeling the weight of the world or joyous moments of hope, know that
all of those feelings can come together in these pews and around your tables, and God is there
holding us all in comfort and celebrating with us in joy.



| would be remiss if | did not take this opportunity to give thanks for each and every one of you who
are part of the St. Peter’s community. Thank you for all that you continue to contribute to the life of
this church so that St. Peter’s can be a faithful and welcoming presence in our community. We could
not continue our ministries serving God and loving one another without all the time, talent and
treasure that you generously give. No matter what is going on in your life, no matter if you show up at
St. Peter’s every week or once in a blue moon, you are always welcome at St. Peter’s and you are a
beloved child of God. This Thanksgiving, let us offer everything on our hearts and mind to God, who
can hold it all, and hold us all with love. May God bless you and keep you this season and always.

Yours in Christ,
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Rev. Roshni Jayawardena
Incumbent
St. Peter’s, Erindale



