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MINUTES from the ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING 

 ST. PETER'S CHURCH, ERINDALE 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2026 
12:15 p.m. 

 
 

1) Incumbent takes the Chair at 12:20 p.m. 
-The Rev. Roshni Jayawardena reminded members of vestry to sign the register/  
 attendance sheet or to have their “Zoom” name (first and last name) accurately  

             represented to show their attendance 
            -online and in person vestry and voting protocol was presented: 
 

▪ you must be a member of the Anglican Church of Canada, 

▪ you are a part of this congregation for the least three months, 

▪ you have worshipped in one way or the other (Zoom or in-person) at 

least three times over the last year 

▪ you are at least 16 yrs. of age, or over 

▪ you have not voted in another vestry meeting over the last three months 

and nor do you intend to vote in a vestry for the remainder of the year 

             
            -23 parishioners were in- person, and 20 were online, inclusive of tech. people 
            -in total, 43 parishioners attended. 
 
2) Opening Prayers:  

 -Kevin Ball opened the meeting with a prayer. 
           
3)        Appointment of Vestry Clerk:  
            -Helen Baxter was appointed as Vestry Clerk again this year. She has taken the  
             minutes of previous vestries and special vestries.  
 
4)        Debate & Voting Procedures: The Rev. Roshni Jayawardena  
            -stated that as this vestry is a special vestry, only one topic may be considered so  
             other items could not be asked of the community 
 
           Debate:  

-reviewed the protocol of the debate and voting procedures 

• moving of the motion  

• time for debate, comments, and questions regarding the motion.  

-stated the instructions for speaking and asking questions  

▪ When the floor is open for questions or statements, the chair will take 

questions alternately from in the building and then on Zoom, until all 

people have spoken 

▪ If you are in the building, please raise your hand and I will bring you the 

microphone. As you are able, please stand and say your name (first and 

last) before your question/comment.  
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▪ If you are on Zoom, please raise your hand either physically or virtually. 

When you are called on, please unmute and say your name (first and 

last) before your question/comment.  

▪ If you are on Zoom and cannot use your microphone, please type your 

question/comments into the chat and it will be read by the chair. 

 

- reminded parishioners as they are speaking, or listening to reflect upon the fact we do 

this respectfully, as a church community  

 

- Rev. Jayawardena stated that many people are coming here with different 

experiences, perspectives, and opinions; and reminded all in attendance that we 

come here to today’s special vestry in which we are called to listen with respect, to 

speak amongst each other with respect, so that St. Peter’s Church community can 

continue to remain strong and one that we are all thankful for.  

            Voting: Rev. Roshni Jayawardena 
            -stated the previously mentioned criteria of being able to vote during vestry 

 

            -stated the instructions for voting in the negative 

▪ When a motion is being voted all the chair will assume everyone is in 

favor 

▪ The chair will then ask those who are opposed to raise their hand 

(whether they are in the church or on Zoom). The chair will count the 

opposed votes in the building and the Zoom host will count the 

opposed votes online. Hands should remain up until the chair says that 

hands can be lowered.  Opposed votes will be recorded.  

▪ The chair will then ask those who are abstaining to raise their hand 

(whether they are in the church or on Zoom). The chair will count the 

abstaining votes in the building and the Zoom host will count the 

abstaining votes online. Hands should remain up until the chair says 

that hands can be lowered.  Abstaining votes will be recorded.  

▪ The chair will announce if the motion has passed or failed.  

 

5)        Incumbent’s Report: The Rev. Roshni Jayawardena 
            -gave an overview for the reason of the special vestry (see the report) 
 

Throughout the history of this Diocese, bishops and church leaders have spoken out on 
issues affecting our society.  

For more than a decade, the Social Justice and Advocacy Committee has drafted 
annual vestry motions on concerns our Diocese is connected with. These motions are 
non-partisan, and the College of Bishops approves their final wording before 
commending them to parishes for consideration. 

No parish is required to present the motion, and any parish can change its wording if 
this is the will of its vestry. 
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When parishes support social justice vestry motions, it strengthens the bishops’ voices 
in their advocacy with the government. The motions also inform Anglicans about 
diocesan social justice concerns.  

Regardless of if a social justice vestry motion passes or fails in a parish, it can create 
some important learning & conversation about the world around us.  

This year, St. Peter’s was asked to hold a special vestry to vote on the social justice 
and advocacy motion. To hold a special vestry in a parish, Rev. Jayawardena needs a 
written request from at least 6 members of the parish, which she has received.  

Most of the parishes in our diocese hold their vestries in February where, if they chose 
to, have discussed, and voted on this motion.  

At St. Peter’s, our regular vestry is in September. It is Rev. Jayawardena’s 
understanding the special vestry was requested so that St. Peter’s, as a congregation, 
could discuss and vote on this motion in time with other parishes in our diocese, rather 
than at a much later date.  

So, after a request for a special vestry, we shared the motion and its background 
information with the Advisory Board, before making it public to the parish.   

There will be a presentation on the motion from Elin Goulden (the Diocese of Toronto’s 
Social Justice and Advocacy Consultant) regarding the motion. We decided to do this 
during special vestry instead of a town hall prior to vestry as we found in the past many 
of the same questions were asked at the town hall as at the special vestry, as not 
everyone  could attend the town hall. We decided to keep things to one gathering this 
year. We thank Elin for attending our special vestry today, and for preaching this 
morning. Please note that the materials provided to us by the Diocese of Toronto 
concerning the special vestry motion have been shared ahead of time with the parish 
for review and reflection. At this time no questions were received prior to the vestry. 

Following Elin’s presentation, the motion will be put to the floor, there will be time for 
debate and then we will vote on the motion. The motion as it is originally presented will 
either pass as is, fail, or be amended on the floor.  

   
6)        Presentation from Elin Goulden, the Diocese of Toronto’s Social Justice and Advocacy 
           Consultant  
           -reviewed the motion for the parishioners of St. Peter’s, and stated the motion could be  
            amended, if required 
 
7)  PRESENTATION & QUESTIONS (see the appendix for Elin’s presentation) 
            Questions: 
            Online: Nil 
             
            In-person: 
            Anthony Antidormi 
            -queried as to what the main causes of greenhouse gas emissions in Canada, to  
             lead Canada to being the 4th largest fossil fuel producer in the world  
 
            Elin Goulden: 
            -Canada is 2nd highest country per capita in GHG emissions 
            -most of the oil Canada extracts is from the oils sands... it costs a lot of fossil fuels to  
             extract that 
            -transportation – we are a very large country, and we use predominantly diesel, fossil 
             fuel to travel across the country, whether it be by air, train, or truck 
            -Canada is a producer and exporter of fossil fuels, and liquified natural gas (LNG) 
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            -there are other things, but the aforementioned are the most important 
 
             Kim Tucker: 
             -queried as to which two provinces had not signed up on the electrical  
 
            Elin Goulden: 
            -Quebec, and Newfoundland/Labrador 
            -they are still in negotiations to join, hopefully, all ten provinces will join 
 

8)        The Motion is put to the floor: 

MOTION:  

 
We, the parish of St. Peter’s Erindale in the Diocese of Toronto, pledge to honour 
our baptismal commitment to “safeguard the integrity of God’s creation” and 
urge the Government of Canada to honour its commitments to the Paris Accord, 
2015: to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 40-45% below 2005 levels 
by 2030 and to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. 

 
Moved by:          Lillian Newbery 
Seconded by:     Kevin Ball 

 
9)        Discussion  

-parishioners within the sanctuary, were invited to raise their hand for the mic, those  
 on-line were invited to unmute, and to speak one by one, or to put their comments in 
 the chat 

              
            Lillian Newbery: spoke to the motion 
            -she stated that she spoke to the church school attendees today, and one child said  
             “stop the chop” (stop chopping down the trees), which is part of the background Elin 
             gave us, that we should be we be involved in reforestation, by planting as many trees  
             as we can 
            -if the motion is approved, we need to put our thoughts into action (e.g. having a sticker 
             party to place the additional statement of the baptismal covenant into each BAS, so 
             that it includes caring for creation – stated that she would be willing to host the sticker  
             party 
            -she also stated that we should also think of other actions, (e.g., writing to, or visiting  
             our MP’s office 
 

Kevin Ball: spoke to the motion 
-over time, we (society) is in a better place than we were some time ago; however, 
 there is still a lot of work that needs to be done 
-while hosting a sales conference this week, a delegate from another province asked  
 what businesses do in Ontario regarding recycling 
-I stated as a business, we don’t do anything around here, as there aren’t any  
 laws/legislation for businesses to recycle (paper, plastics, etc.), in Ontario 
-the delegate was shocked, as in other provinces, it is law 
-stated that we can do a much better job in Ontario where there is a majority of the  
 country’s population present 
-encouraged vestry attendees to look at the motion and vote in favour of it 
 
Shirley Pottruff: 
-very concerned with industry 
-we must make and effort to put pressure on the businesses to help the situation 
-as an example, cattle are part of our environment, they help the soil, and they help 
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 things to grow,  
-biosphere in Saskatchewan 
-need to look at everything for its pros and cons and to make informed decisions 
-industry and the way we produce energy has to change, as they are large contributors 
 to our (Canada’s) problem  
 
Liselle Ramcharan: 
-we have always prayed for our environment, the care of our environment, is what I  
 would call very Anglican, so we should be supporting 
 
Helen Baxter: 
-stated that she is very concerned, as she saw a documentary not too long ago about 
 AI farms/massive compounds in Thailand, and how they use potable water to cool the 
 servers at the data centers; it carries a hidden environmental cost tied to both 
 electricity and to evaporation losses; in many places, the water drawn for AI  
 infrastructure competes with urban, agricultural or ecological water needs and that is  
 the domain of concern; this needs to be reined in  

            -take a look at the land and the crops that are being destroyed, and I have to wonder  
             about the seven generations, the Grandfather Teachings of Indigenous people, and  
             what we will be leaving to our children and grandchildren, because we have done too 
             much already, as a society to destroy as opposed to prevent and nurture 
 
10)      Call for the Vote: Rev. Roshni Jayawardena 

 
-reviewed the protocol to vote on line and for members of vestry  
 within the building  

             

           We, the parish of St. Peter’s Erindale in the Diocese of Toronto, pledge to honour 
our baptismal commitment to “safeguard the integrity of God’s creation” and 
urge the Government of Canada to honour its commitments to the Paris Accord, 
2015: to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 40-45% below 2005 levels 
by 2030 and to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. 

 
  

Moved by:          Lillian Newbery 
Seconded by:     Kevin Ball 
 
- Opposed  
  Online       -       0 
  In-person  -       0 
  Abstained -       0 in-person and 0 online 
 
 

           The motion is carried 
             

 
11)      Closing items: Rev. Roshni Jayawardena 
             
           -we will share with the diocese (Elin Goulden) the results of our special vestry, once 
            Helen Baxter (Vestry Clerk has completed them)  
             
           -thanked everyone present for taking the time learn, discuss and vote on this important 
            issue  
           -thanked Rev. Robert Townshend, and members of the Outreach and Social Justice  
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            Lay Ministry, the tech teams (in the building and online), Jenny Matterson for the  
            coffee/tea, as well as the vestry clerk  
 
12)      Motion: to adjourn the Special Vestry meeting at 1:05 p.m. 

Moved by:         Frank Hough 
Seconded by:    Lenna McLaughlin 
Carried  
 

13)      The Special Vestry meeting was then closed after the recitation of The Lord’s prayer at  
            1:10 p.m., by Rev. Roshni Jayawardena 
 
 
14)      Minutes of the Special Vestry were taken by: 
 

           Helen M. Baxter 

            Helen Baxter, 
Vestry Clerk 
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Appendix – PowerPoint Presentation 
 
 
Elin Goulden is the Social Justice & Advocacy Consultant for the Diocese of Toronto, a 
position she has held since April of 2017. In this role she supports the Bishops and engages 
Anglicans in parishes throughout the Diocese on issues of social and ecological justice. Elin is 
passionate about showing how responding to human need, seeking justice, and caring for the 
earth are integral aspects of our Christian faith. Elin’s background includes degrees in law and 
theology as well as experience working at all levels of government and in adult education. Her 
home parish is St. Martin-in-the-Fields, West Toronto, near which she lives with her husband 
and family. 
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