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Incumbent's Note

Happy New Year! You may hear that a lot this time of
year in the Church, so before you think we all just
want to skip over the month of December, | should
remind you that on the first Sunday of Advent,
December 3rd, the Church begins a new year (the
Church can be funny that way!).

Unfortunately, new years is not just about
countdowns, fireworks, or festive bubbly drinks. Often
as we approach a new year, we think of new year
resolutions for our lives. Maybe you have had
resolutions focusing on your physical or mental
health, drinking less coffee, or perhaps you have
wanted to take up a new hobby or volunteer more...in
which case we may have a few options for you!

Some of your resolutions may have led to great things and perhaps some are now just distant
memories of what could have been. No matter how successful your resolutions may have been, it can
be an interesting process to come up with them. The process often involves taking stock of our lives
and reflecting or even dreaming about what we want or even what we need to be healthier, happier
and a better version of ourselves for the next 365 days.

| don't think Advent resolutions are as popular as resolutions that begin on January 1st, but maybe we
could start a new trend here at St. Peter's! Perhaps as we begin this new season of Advent, this new
year in our church, we can take stock of our spiritual lives. In what ways are you struggling in your life
of faith? Does praying seem harder? Does the scripture seem more intimidating or confusing? Do you
feel disconnected from your church? What do you want to change? Then, just as importantly, ask
yourself what is going well in your life of faith? What has brought you hope, peace, joy and love at St.
Peter's? What have you learned this past year and what have you done that has brought you into a
closer relationship with God? It may take you a little while to reflect on these questions and come up
with your own answers, it can be hard to be this honest even with ourselves.

Our new year begins on the first Sunday of Advent and then for four weeks we partake in a spiritual
journey of anticipation and hope that points to Jesus' coming into the world. As we begin this church
year, and this season of journeying let us take stock of where we are, where we want to be, and let us
continue the journey always moving together, and with God. May we all be blessed on the journey.
Happy New Year & Happy Advent.

» Rev. Roshni Jayawardena
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A Note from Our Associate & Chaplain to Seniors

It's hard to believe we're almost at the end of the calendar year (at least in the Gregorian
calendar), but in the Church’s liturgical year, we're actually just starting again! The first Sunday
of Advent marks the “new year” in the cycle of lectionary readings and liturgical celebrations.
Advent is a time to prepare our hearts, minds, and souls to celebrate the incarnation (the
coming into the world in human form) of Christ. The power of this story for me is that God
intimately understands what it means to be human. It tells me that our physical lives are
intertwined with our spiritual lives. It also tells me that God cares about what happens here on
Earth and why in our Baptismal Covenant we promise to “seek and serve Christ in all persons”.

Recently | led a service at a Long Term Care home. We sang together, prayed together, read
scripture together, and shared communion together. The people there ministered to my soul
as much as | ministered to theirs, which is why | remember that what | do as Chaplain to
Seniors is ministering among, not to, older folks. That is why | am so encouraged when | see
groups work together to provide ministry among people in the congregation and in our wider
community. Whether it's members of the ACW providing goodies and serving at the Senior’s
Tea, the Prayer Shawl! ministry team making winter hats and mitts for the Deacon’'s Cupboard
and The Mission to Seafarers, members of the congregation delivering Prayer Care packages,
or the 1st Erindale Scouts decorating Blessing Bags for the Outreach Committee, there are
many examples every day of people living out their baptismal covenant to minister among all
God's children.

| look forward to the Advent and Christmas seasons and the many ways we will minister
among one another.

e Rev. Maria Nightingale

The Prayer Shawl team and their beautiful work.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR INFO ABOUT ALL THE SERVICES AND EVENTS AT ST. PETER'S
WWW.STPETERSERINDALE.CA
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Deacon’s Cupboard

Every Wednesday our guests come to shop in the Deacon’s Cupboard. We are classified as a
pantry by FoodBanks Mississauga. This means our families can shop for enough food that ought
to last about 3 days. Our families can also visit the bigger foodbanks in their designated area.
Each area, including ours, caters to those in specified postal codes.

Throughout 2023 we served approximately 1100 families, about 100 families per month. We
were closed during July. Only one person/family can shop at a time with a maximum of three
shoppers in the room. Shoppers are given ‘vouchers’ varying in value from $30 - $50 based on
the size of their family. Iltems in the shop are approximately half ‘the cost’ of the same items at
No Frills. Each shopper comes once per month to shop. Fresh fruit and vegetables, frozen
meats, cooking oil, condiments, non-perishable goods, laundry soap, diapers and personal
hygiene products are available. The pictures show our well stocked shelves before the shopping
begins. The shelves are depleted by the end of the morning.

In August we distributed backpacks filled with school supplies to cur elementary and secondary
students. They were well received. In October we distributed toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss and
mouth wash for all members of the family at no cost to them. We thought that was a good idea
considering the candy that would be eaten during Hallowe'en!

During November we had teams of dental hygiene students every Wednesday to review good
oral care and provide information about where people can receive dental care at reduced costs.
The knitters in all of our churches are busy knitting hats and mitts for distribution. They are
greatly appreciated now that the cold weather is here.

There are many volunteers that work together every week to ensure the needs of our families
are met. We may be the only pantry/foodbank in Mississauga that does not have paid co-
ordinators. Your donations, both financial and non-perishable items, are greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
» Cathy Matthews

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR INFO ABOUT ALL THE SERVICES AND EVENTS AT ST. PETER'S
WWW.STPETERSERINDALE.CA
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2023 Christmas Care Program

2023 marks the 36th year of St. Peter's Christmas Care program!

Thank you for your continued support. Your contributions and generosity have done so much to
make Christmas festive and for so many families over the years. With your generous donations we
have been providing assistance to families in need throughout Mississauga during the holiday
season. This year you are invited to again become part of this wonderful endeavour and support
the families that have been referred to us.

This year we are sponsoring 30 families referred by Embrave (formerly Interim Place), Credit Valley
Hospital (Oncology), Trillium Health Services (Oncology) and those who have directly contacted St.
Peter's Erindale. Much like last season, we will provide gift cards to the families not tangible gifts.

How You Can Help

Browse the family descriptions and sign up for one or more recipients through our google form
(scan the QR code). Or, make a general donation which will be applied where needed. More
information about the Christmas Cares program and the families in need can be found in the
Narthex and on the church website.

Gift cards, cash, cheques (payable to St. Peter's Erindale) or e-transfers can be provided
to:
« Jean at the St. Peter's church office, weekdays 9 am to 4 pm.
« The Hobbs residence, 1495 Adamson Street, Erindale Village (please call 905-897-9759 in
advance).
« E-transfers to giving@stpeterserindale.ca (Security Question: First name of our church
secretary). Note: Christmas Care should be designated on the memo for cheques and e-
transfers.

All financial donations will be converted to gift cards.
Key Dates:

Sunday December 17th - Last date to donate
Monday December 18th - Deliveries to families begin

For more information or if you have questions please
contact Josey or Roy at (905) 897-9759 or email
christmascare2023@gmail.com.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR INFO ABOUT ALL THE SERVICES AND EVENTS AT ST. PETER'S
WWW.STPETERSERINDALE.CA
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This Winter at St. Peter's

Men’'s Dinner

The St. Peter's Men's Dinner group is back meeting in person, usually on the 1st Monday of the month,
in the parish hall, for fellowship, libations, dinner and a speaker. This year we have broadcast the
speaker portion of the dinner by Zoom starting at 8 p. m. to all parishioners so that everyone can enjoy
the interesting presenters and topics. We have a wonderful lineup of dinners and speakers planned
until April. OQur next meeting is December 4th at 6.00 p. m. when Matthew Wilkinson of

Mississauga Heritage will tell us about the legend and history of Santa Claus.

Check the bulletin for notices of the meetings and Zoom links. If you wish to learn more about the
dinners call lan Cowan at 416-624-9393.

Chancel Guild Installation

Rev. Roshni took the opportunity on All Saints Sunday to install new members and re-install existing
members of the Chancel Guild. Guild members present at both the 9:15 and 11:00 services were invited
to come forward for the ceremony and members on Zoom were assured that their participation
through the magic of technology was considered binding! It was a lovely reaffirmation of our loyalty to
the parish and to our new incumbent.

The significance of having this installation service on All Saints Sunday was magnified with Maria's
description of Everyday Saints as those who show us how to live faithful lives. This was the promise the
Chancel Guild members made during the ceremony; "to glorify God by caring for God's holy space and
sanctuary" and to do it reverently and faithfully.

+ Lisa Spence, Chancel Guild President

Christmas Flowers

Parishioners are invited to donate towards the purchase of the
flowers to decorate St. Peter's this Christmas. It is a lovely way to
honour the memory of a loved one or to give thanks. Envelopes
will be available in the Narthex and can be placed on the offering
plate or left with the church office.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR INFO ABOUT ALL THE SERVICES AND EVENTS AT ST. PETER'S
WWW.STPETERSERINDALE.CA
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This Winter at St. Peter's

Advent Services & Events

November 25
12-4pm St. Peter's Bake Sale & Interactive Nativity Trail Launch — In Person

December 2
10am-noon St Peter's Newcomer(ish) Gathering — In Person

December 3rd
4pm St. Peter's Celebrates Advent (Advent Carols, Advent Crafts, Cookies & Hot
Chocolate) —In Person

December 12
7pm Blue Christmas Service - In-Person & Livestreamed on Zoom

December 17
4pm Christmas Lessons and Carols - Hybrid Service

December 21
Seniors Tea - In Person

December 24 - Christmas Eve

8am Advent 4 - Online Only

10am Advent 4 - Hybrid Service
4pm  Children's Service - In Person
7pm  Contemporary Service - Hybrid
10pm Candlelight Service — Hybrid

December 25 - Christmas Day
10am Christmas Service - In Person

December 31
8am Online & 10am Hybrid

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR INFO ABOUT ALL THE SERVICES AND EVENTS AT ST. PETER'S
WWW.STPETERSERINDALE.CA
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Advent Hymns

What is your favourite ADVENT hymn, not Christmas hymn, Advent hymn!? If you have one in
mind, what do you know about it? When did you first sing it? What do the words mean? Why
do we sing that particular carol in the Advent season? Thinking about and even researching
the answers to these questions will help us to learn more about some of the hymnody that
many love in the Church, as well as this special season we enter into. On December 3rd a 4pm
all are invited to an Advent Celebration where we will be making Advent crafts, enjoying
cookies and time together, and singing some Advent hymns. O Come, O Come Emmanuel is
one of the hymns we will be singing together at our Advent Celebration as it is a traditional
hymn to kick off the Advent Season! | invite you take a read through the words you have likely
sung many times in your life, and some introductory information. Maybe this has always been
your favourite hymn, or maybe it will be once you learn a bit more about it, | look forward to
learning and singing together this season!

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 4. 0O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem,

and ransom captive lsrael, from every foe deliver them

that mourns in lonely exile here that trust your mighty power to save,

until the Son of God appear. and give them victory o'er the grave. [Refrain]
Refrain: 5. O come, O Key of David, come,

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel and open wide our heavenly home;

shall come to you, O Israel! make safe the way that leads on high,

and close the path to misery. [Refrain]
2. O come, O Wisdom from on high,

who orders all things mightily; 6. O come, O Dayspring from on high,
to us the path of knowledge show, and cheer us by your drawing nigh;
and teach us in her ways to go. [Refrain] disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

and death's dark shadow put to flight. [Refrain]
3. O come, O come, great Lord of might,

who to your tribes on Sinai's height 7. O come, Desire of nations, bind
in ancient times once gave the law, in one the hearts of humankind;
in cloud and majesty and awe. [Refrain] O bid our sad divisions cease,

and be for us our Prince of Peace. [Refrain]

Fun Facts:
e 'O Come, O Come Emmanuel’ was originally written in Latin with a title of ‘Veni, Veni, Emmanuel’
(documents featuring the title and words date back to 1710).

« This ancient advent hymn originated in part from the “Great ‘O’ Antiphons,” part of the medieval Roman
Catholic Advent liturgy. On each day of the week leading up to Christmas, one responsive verse would be
chanted, each including a different Old Testament name for the coming Messiah. When we sing each
verse of this hymn, we acknowledge Christ as the fulfillment of these Old Testament prophesies.

e “"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is set to the tune VENI EMMANUEL, adapted by Thomas Helmore. This
haunting and pleading tune beautifully supports the words of longing found in the text, with the hopeful
change into the refrain.

» The distinctly biblical feel of the lyrics differ from the more overtly celebratory tone of most carols (there's
no herald angels harking nor flocks being watched by night, for example), and the actual nativity narrative
doesn't feature in any meaningful way here

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR INFO ABOUT ALL THE SERVICES AND EVENTS AT ST. PETER'S
WWW.STPETERSERINDALE.CA
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Rites of Passage

Deaths Clergy

Incumbent
August 18, 2023 October 20, 2023 The Rev. Roshni Jayawardena
Catherine Ann Hough Lloyd George Townsend

Associate & Chaplain to
October 5, 2023 Seniors
Barbara Chensue Baptisms The Rev. Maria Nightingale
October 8, 2023 November 26, 2023 Honorary Assistant
Delamary Esme Wilkinson Chloe Elizabeth Marino The Rev. Canon James Ferry

Silas David Hall-Carrier
Deacon

The Rev. Robert Townshend

October 13, 2023
William Charles Amos

Wardens
Rector’'s Warden:
Michael Davies
Deputy Rector's Warden:
Sarah Mikolich
People's Warden: Ken Baxter
Deputy People’'s Warden:
Natasha Bond

Contact Us

St. Peter's Erindale

3041 Mississauga Rd.
Mississauga, ON L5L OB7
Tel: (905) 828-2095

Visit us on the web at
www.stpeteterserindale.ca

Like us on Facebook and
Sign-up for our weekly newsletter

Photo credits to Maria Nightengale, Roy
Marques & Mary Frances Cappuccitti.

VISIT OUR :WEB_S!TE FOR INFO ABOUT ALL THE _S'ERV‘J‘_CES AND EVENTS AT ST. PETER'S
WWW.STPETERSERINDALE.CA




