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We look forward in the coming year to more in-person engagement, to the reactivation of the many
committees and ministries which were put on hold during the pandemic, and of course the
welcoming of our new incumbent. The transition to a new incumbent has seemingly taken a very long
time, slowed of course by the pandemic. That process has now been successfully concluded with the
recent announcement that as of February 15th we will welcome the Reverend Roshni Jayawardena as
the new incumbent at St. Peter’s. Roshni’s selection brings about the promise of renewed engagement
and the beginning of an exciting new chapter in the ministry at St. Peter’s. The Wardens very much
appreciate the diligent efforts of the Parish Selection Committee members in bringing this process to
a successful conclusion.
 
Enough cannot be said regarding the work of the clergy and parishioners of St. Peter’s. The Wardens
wish to extend their enormous gratitude to all those who, over the past year, have contributed to St.
Peter’s. Your contributions allowed us to continue with our ministry throughout these difficult times.
Our records show we have close to one hundred lay volunteers. What an enormous accomplishment
and testament to the dedicated people of our parish. We want to especially acknowledge Canon Jim
Woolley’s presence as our interim priest over this time and thank him for stepping in so ably. We most
appreciate, and also wish to thank and acknowledge the steady hand, leadership and valuable
contribution of our Associate Priest and Chaplain to Seniors, Reverend Maria Nightingale, who has
taken on enormous responsibility during this time and has been most committed in assuming so
many additional roles pending the appointment of the new incumbent. Finally, the Wardens want to
acknowledge the importance that music plays in our worship at St. Peter’s. We are exceedingly
grateful to Lori Dollof and Mark Matterson and the members of the choirs for their efforts in
maintaining our music programme through these difficult times.
 
We no doubt will have our challenges as a parish in 2023 but we believe that the faith and resiliency of
our parishioners and the enormous role to be played by our clergy will make the coming year a true
experience in Christ. May God Bless.
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Message from the Wardens
As we move into 2023 the Wardens would
like to take the opportunity wish everyone at
St Peter’s a very blessed New Year. We also
wish to take this opportunity to briefly reflect
on the year that has recently concluded and
our thoughts for the coming year. The past
year has been one of transition, as we moved
slowly, and at times haltingly, out of the
pandemic towards a more normal life. That
said, both individually, and as a parish, we still
yet remain cautious. While our lives have not
fully returned to pre - pandemic times, and
each of us is impacted differently,  there is
however renewed optimism as we move into
2023. 

WINTER 2023



The Parish Selection Committee made a very exciting announcement at St. Peter’s New
Year’s Day services. For those of you who may have missed it, we have included it below.

First, we would like to recognize all of the members of our committee who have worked very
hard over the last year and a half to get to this point. The members include Carol Bailey,
Sharmini Arulanandam, Debbie Crossling-Barker, Christine Baxter, Mary Frances Cappuccitti,
Suyen Doan, Allison Gray, Kevin Ball, Gary Spence, and Derek Patterson.

We would also like to thank you the parishioners, especially those that participated in our
parish survey and townhall sessions. Thank you also for your patience as we worked through
this process.

Well, all the patience has been worth it. We would like to announce on behalf of the Wardens
and the Parish Selection Committee, that as of February 15th, our new incumbent will be the
Reverend Roshni Jayawardena.

Reverend Jayawardena is currently the Incumbent at Trinity-St. Paul, Port Credit. During her
Incumbency, she has worked collaboratively with St. Peter’s on a number of initiatives,
including the preaching of a few sermons for us in 2020. Prior to Trinity St. Paul’s, Reverend
Roshni was the Assistant Curate at Church of the Redeemer.

Some of you may already be familiar with Reverend Roshni, as she grew up here at St. Peter’s.
She was baptized and confirmed here, was an active member of the choir and many Christmas
pageants, and was finally put forward for ordination by our Parish.
The Parish Selection Committee is truly excited about the many gifts that Reverend
Jayawardena will bring to St. Peter’s, and pray that she will help guide us through the next
stage of our faith journey.

Rev. Roshni has sent a video message to the parish and it can be viewed on our webpage.
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An Announcement from the Parish Selection Committee
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On November 20th 2023, the members of the chancel guild celebrated the 100th  Anniversary
of the inception of a chancel guild at St. Peter’s.

The chancel guild traces its roots back to the apostles and those after who would gather and
break bread to remember Jesus – the preparation of the table for such a meal. In the early
church this task was done by the priest then the various lay people as the church expanded. In
the early 1900’s the altar or chancel guild formed and was really the only way women could
serve God at the altar. It’s not a social group (well, not really). It’s mostly invisible work we do to
facilitate and enhance worship and the Eucharist.

We set up for Sunday services, clean the silver, brass and linen used during the services. We
also prepare for funerals and weddings and provide the beautiful décor you see at
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter.

On All Saints Day of 1922, Rev Hedley Vicars Thompson asked Rachel O’Neil to form and preside
over a chancel guild for St. Peter’s. Up until then, Rev Thompson was responsible for preparing
and setting out the vessels for communion and his wife, Mary, would wash the linen.
The new guild of four members, Rachel O’Neil, Florabelle Little, Gladys Adamson and Annie
Taylor, had quite a challenge ahead of them. The chancel was sparsely supplied with only one
of everything that was needed for communion, and little in the way of furnishings. They also
had to contend with cleaning and preparing in a church with limited heat and no running
water. In the winter they swept the carpets with snow! After a fundraising campaign of 50¢ per
parishioner, brass vases, alms plates, hangings, a credence table, and pots for flowers were
purchased.
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100th Anniversary of the Chancel Guild

Past and current members of the Chancel Guild at the November 2023 reception celebrating
the 100th anniversary.
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 As years passed, donations and memorials from parishioners contributed to the
glorious collection of communion paraphernalia, linens, and hangings that we care for today.
The journals of past presidents illustrate the month to month and season to season joys and
turmoil but what is evident, no matter the decade, is the care and commitment shown by each
member of the chancel guild. We are grateful to have the opportunity to celebrate this
anniversary and to reflect upon the hardships of the pioneering chancel guild of St. Peter’s. We
are beyond thankful for their hard work and perseverance for no longer must we carry water
from our homes to clean the floors!
“The work of the chancel guild is a sacred responsibility,” Rachel O’Neil reminds us in her journal
notes, “and if done in the right spirit the presence of God is always near.”
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The Celebration cake (above) and Lisa Spence,
current chair of the Chancel Guild poses with 
 Elizabeth O'Neil granddaughter of the first
chancel guild president, Rachel O'Neil. (right)



 With the assistance of Lisa Spence (church librarian) and Rev. Maria Nightingale, collecting
the titles of Indigenous books that are age or grade appropriate (children, youth – adult)
that can be added to the church library.
Looking to create a Truth and Reconciliation page on the St. Peter’s website. The page will
provide additional information for parishioners (book titles, as well as upcoming events
inclusive of guest speakers, book talks, and presentations).

On November 13th, the Truth and Reconciliation Study Group Committee, with the support of
Rev. Jim Woolley, Rev. Maria Nightingale and Rev. Jim Ferry and the Church wardens hosted a
powerful and profound interactive Kairos Blanket Exercise presentation to interested
parishioners and their friends. There were 37 participants, inclusive of Cat Criger, Elder,
Sandra Campbell Lead Facilitator (Toronto Urban Native Ministry) and Christina Sanakidis
(Co-Facilitator/Ally – YMCA). Committee members also provided a light luncheon, to all in
attendance, prior to the interactive event.

The interactive event educated participants as to how the colonization of this land impacted
those who were here long before settlers arrived and how it created inter-generational trauma.
It engaged people's minds and hearts in understanding why the relationship between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples is often broken and how we can take action together.
While sitting in a large circle, participants were provided the opportunity to reflect upon what
they had learned during the event. It was incredible to hear the heart-felt responses.
Although the cost of the event was covered by St. Peter’s, participants made a free-will
donation which was sent to support the Toronto Urban Native Ministry in their ministry among
and advocates for Indigenous people in downtown Toronto.

This event supports our parish’s Land Acknowledgement Statement, by bringing attention and
showing respect to Indigenous peoples and recognizing their sovereignty in these lands and
waters. 

On Thursday December 1st, the Truth and Reconciliation Committee invited Matthew
Wilkinson, a renowned historian from Heritage Mississauga, to facilitate a “Zoom” presentation
entitled, "Lay of the Land" to all interested parishioners. During the presentation, Matthew
shared his research on Indigenous treaties and their history and geography within the modern
city and the Credit Mission Village. He also outlined the work of the Reverend Peter Jones,
Indigenous Leader and Methodist Minister who worked extensively with the Mississaugas living
here in the early 1800’s.
 
In moving forward, the Truth and Reconciliation Committee is: 

1.

2.

The Truth and Reconciliation Study Group invites all parishioners to participate in all upcoming
Indigenous learning events.

On behalf of the committee,
Helen Baxter
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Truth & Reconciliation Committee
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On December 3rd, St. Peter's hosted an outdoor, family friendly event that followed the story of
the main people and animals of the Nativity. Home-made cookies and hot chocolate were
provided for a much needed warm up after a chilly walk outside.
 
The trail was fully interactive, with activities at each station, including a video story telling
connection for those with a smart phone. Lots of fun was had by people of all ages on the
Nativity Trail. The stations stayed up throughout Advent for anyone to visit. The idea and
educational materials came from the Church of Ireland's Board for Ministry with Children and
Families.

Thank you to the Maintenance Group who set up the stations in the cemetery, and to Nora
Langan and Mary Frances Cappuccitti for providing refreshments. 
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Nativity Trail
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We had our first in-person Men’s Dinner in over 2 years on Monday, November 7th with 16 men
dining on sumptuous lasagna and salad prepared by Chef Costco accompanied by our
traditional Credit Amber Lager. It was a wonderful renewal of our personal fellowship followed
by a presentation by Ian Cowan on The Imperial War Museum at Duxford. James Beckwith
worked his technical magic to enable 15 members of the congregation to join the group by
Zoom for the presentation.
 
Our next in-person men only dinner was going to be on December 5th at 6.30 p.m.
Unfortunately, the dinner portion didn’t happen, but the presentation with Matthew Wilkinson
of Heritage Mississauga telling us about “Called and Forgotten: Mississauga Remembers the
Fenian Raids”, did. As is our new tradition, the presentation was broadcast by Zoom at 7:00 p.m.
for all members of the congregation.
 
For our next meetings, information and a link will be posted in the bulletin the week before.
 
- Ian Cowan, Chair
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Men's Dinner

This fall the Prayer Shawl knitters created a beautiful array of warm winter gear for the
Deacon's Cupboard. Hats, scarves, mittens and  more were made to be given out to those in
need by our wonderful group of makers. 

The group's beautiful prayer shawls are available in the Narthex of the church if you or
someone you know is in need. 

Prayer Shawl Group
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Hospitality

Angels travel with us each day 
Some of them listen while others talk 
I love the challenge that makes me think 
About when I travel what I say 

Hospitals are a healing place 
A place where people go to be 
But hospitality is an open door 
A bed to sleep on, not on the floor 

That's always free to you from me 
That welcomes all who need our love.
You are an angel like a dove 
Accepting care given passionately.

Written by Julia Morton-Marr
28 August 2022 

 An exploration of the word Hospitality,  after a sermon by Rev. Canon James Woolley

Due to a shortage of volunteers, coffee hour is being
held only between the 9:15 & 11:00 services. We invite
all '11-o'clock-ers' to come a bit early and join us for
coffee, tea, treats and fellowship after the 9:15 service. 

-Nora Langan, Chair

Coffee Hour
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Rites of Passage

Weddings

July 9, 2022 
Camille Devika Sheonarain & Michael Reeves

July 30, 2022
Erin Leigh Maguire & Wayne Arthur Peter Leard

August 6, 2022
Ashleigh Jacqueline Ryan & Oliver James Whyman

September 24, 2022 
Anita Josephine Iacono & Prian Kuhanandan

October 10, 2022 
Darianna Paduchak & David Glyn Padgett

Deaths

May 29, 2022 
Joyce Haycraft

July 21, 2022 
Gregory Dunkley

July 26, 2022 
Stanley Blakeley

August 12, 2022
Donald Hugo Eichenberger

August 21, 2022 
Helen Mary Christina Tidy

August 27, 2022 
Edgar William Rooks

September 20, 2022 
Jean Evangeline Hassan

October 22, 2022 
Lois Eileen Cole-Perkins

October 25, 2022 
Diane Drake

October 25, 2022 
Peter Arthur Howard

October 28, 2022
Patricia Katharine Mary Brownridge

October 31, 2022 
Doris Ann Decunha-Sinclair

November 24, 2022 
Chin-Uk Kim

November 25, 2022
Stephen Wayne Robinson

December 7, 2022 
John Payne Wilkinson

December 8, 2022
Donald Graham Scott

Baptisms

June 12, 2022
Jason Tishe Adeyemi
Charlotte Linnea Allen
Easton Santana George Hutchinson
Jaxon Terrance Anthony Persad
Olivia Aisha Ramnarine
Soraya Priya Ramnarine
 
July 23, 2022
Rachael Leah Dorothea Matsukuma
 
August 7, 2022
Luca Thomas Francesco Iarrobino
Ryan Keith McGuire
Colton Keith McGuire
Rylynn Dawn McGuire
Karen Elaine Holloway
 
October 30, 2022
Sebastian Joseph-Orgacki
Arlo Bree Saini
Athena Tamrazi
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Clergy
Interim Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Canon James Woolley

Incumbent
The Rev. Roshni Jayawardena

Associate & Chaplain to
Seniors
The Rev. Maria Nightingale

Honorary Assistants
The Rev. James Ferry
The Rev. Canon David Long

Deacon
The Rev. Robert Townshend

Contact Us
St. Peter’s Erindale
3041 Mississauga Rd.
Mississauga, ON L5L 0B7
Tel: (905) 828-2095
Visit us on the web at
www.stpeteterserindale.ca

Like us on Facebook and
Sign-up for our weekly newsletter
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Wardens
Rector’s Warden:  
                            James Beckwith
Deputy Rector’s Warden: 
                               Michael Davies
People’s Warden: Ken Baxter
Deputy People’s Warden: 
                                Natasha Bond


